CHADRON, NEBRASKA

January 27, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The Public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:00 A.M. on the 27th day of January, 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera. Board Members present were Walter Juhlin and Jake Stewart. Also present was Casey Keim, Dawes County Clerk; Wade Yada, Highway Superintendent; Adam Edmund, Deputy County Attorney; Lindy Coleman, Assessor; Celeste Cattin, Clerk of The District Court; and Sam Wellnitz, Treasurer. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request.  
Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the December 22nd, 2025 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Rivera made correction to page 3 for a grammatical error. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the minutes with the grammar correction. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Rivera and Juhlin. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve all claims as submitted.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
No correspondence was submitted for commissioner review.

Public comment was opened. Sharon Morava Spoke to the Board about West River Road. Last year there was an autogate repaired but they are still having issues with it. West River Road from Highway 2/71 to the County line is really bad due to the heavy vehicle traffic on the road.  Wade Yada informed that the roads department is planning on having two new autogates built for West River Road.  Sharon also mentioned that on Diehl Road the material is mostly sand and the maintenance keeps making the road wider which she feels is making it creep closer and closer to fence lines.  She mentioned that the culvert underneath Diehl Road needs to be cleaned out.
At 9:12 A.M. Board reports ensued.  Commissioner Stewart attended the NCAP Board meeting.  They restructured their board for the new year.  They also informed that the grants for head start are there and available.  Commissioner Stewart attended the Region 23 meeting.  Region 23 kept its Board the same as last year.  They reviewed the fire and rescue calls for Sioux County, Box Butte County, Sheridan County and Dawes County.  The January numbers have been lighter than December’s.  Commissioner Stewart met with NNDC.  They have more loan opportunities coming out of Sheridan County and have quite a few prospects coming in.  Commissioner Stewart met with the Dawes County Safety Committee and reviewed safety concerns for the county.  They will be presenting safety issues to the Board of Commissioners soon.
Commissioner Juhlin attended the Office of Human Development Board meeting.  He reported it was business as usual.  He attended the Crawford Senior Citizens Board and it was business as usual.  Commissioner Juhlin attended the Area Aging Board meeting and reported that the State had reduced two million dollars in funding from the eight area aging offices.  Commissioner Juhlin also attended the Airport Advisory Board meeting.  He said they appointed new officers and are creating a Board of Adjustments to review variances.
Commissioner Rivera Attended the Region 1 Meeting and reported it was business as usual.  He attended the Panhandle Public Health meeting and reported they have a new director and that they will be having a meeting on the fourth Thursday of the January.  Commissioner Rivera also attended the SWANN Board meeting and reported that the new baler is nearing completion.  SWANN will be training employees on its use January 28th through the 30th.  
At 9:20 A.M. Highway Superintendent Wade Yada updated the Board on the progress of the roads department.  He said all three districts are working on general maintenance of their equipment.  He informed that once the roads dry out from the snow, they would be continuing to maintain the roads.  He also updated the Board that Chadron Hospital will no longer be offering DOT Drug testing which is required for the road department.  He is currently looking into getting set up with Box Butte General Hospital to take on the testing.  

At 9:25 A.M. Resolution 2026-09 was presented to the Board to complete a scheduled funds transfer from the general fund to the reappraisal fund in the amount of $58,769.09.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the funds transfer resolution. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Resolution 2026-09 was signed.

At 9:28 A.M. The memorandum of understanding between the Nebraska Department of Veterans’ Affairs and Dawes County was presented to the Board for the use of the VA’s VetraSpec software through December 31st of 2028.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to sign the memorandum of understanding. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
At 9:30 A.M. the public hearing for the Dawes County Road Department One- and Six-Year Report opened.  Ben Shuckman addressed the Board and stated that he was good with County Road 50 as is but advised that there may be a sawmill going into a property on that road in the future.  Highway Superintendent Yada advised they plan on widening County Road 50 as part of their future projects.  Tom and Emily Lemmon addressed the Board and stated the County had improved the north half of Lemmon Road and they were wondering about the plan on the south half.  Highway Superintendent Yada informed them that the south portion is on the One Year Road Plan and they will be continuing to work on Lemmon Road.  
Highway Superintendent Yada then presented the One- and Six-Year Road Plan to the Board.  He informed in 2025 they completed the following projects:  C-23 (124):  Beaver Valley Road 2.5 miles completed of grading and placing gravel.  C-23 (160):  Davenport Road 1.0 miles completed of grading, placing gravel, and restoring ditches and fore slope.  C-23 (163) McHenry Road 3.0 miles completed of grading and placing gravel.  C-23 (143) Squaw Creek Rd 2.0 miles completed of grading, placing gravel, placing a culvert, and restoring ditches and fore slope.  C-23 (162) Lemmon Road 1.5 miles completed of grading, placing gravel, and restoring ditches and fore slope.
Superintendent Yada then presented the One Year Road Plan projects:  C23 (150) Hughbanks Road 4.0 Miles.  C-23 (127) Stewart Road 1.4 Miles. C-23 (124) Beaver Valley Road 1.0 Miles.  C-23 (164) Beaver Valley Road 3.0 Miles.  C-23 (149) Table Center Road 9.0 miles.  C-23 (162) Lemmon Road 2.2 miles.  C-23 (111) N. Whitney Lake Road 5.0 miles.  C-23 (136) Bergfield Rd .5miles.  C-23 (169) Saw Log Road 2.0 miles.  

Commissioner Stewart requested Prairie Home Road be added to the Plan.  Commissioner Juhlin requested that Deadman Road also be added to the Plan.  

At 9:53 A.M. the public hearing was closed.

The One- and Six-Year Road Plan can be viewed at the Dawes County Highway Department Office: 250 Main Street Suite 7 in Chadron and also the Dawes County website: Dawescounty.ne.gov.
Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the Dawes County One- and Six-Year Road Plan. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Resolution 2026-08 was signed.
At 9:55 A.M. Dan Wordekemper Dawes County Weed Superintendent presented his NDA Report and Noxious Weed Report on infestations.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to sign the NDA and Noxious Weed Reports. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  
Superintendent Wordekemper then discussed weed free forage.  He stated that he needs more clarification from the State on the program as the State weed law is vague.  He stated he will bring the discuss back before the Board when he has more clarification on the law.  
At 10:10 A.M. Jerry Berggren of Berggren Architecture came before the Board.  His firm was contacted by Commissioner Stewart to review the Courthouse and Court Room facilities for possible expansion.  Jerry advised that the courtroom is verging on being too small for the courts.  He will create a proposal for the Board to review so they can begin getting a plan in place for future expansion.  Jerry informed the whole plan will generally be more than most counties can afford to do at one time but it will give us a starting place.  Berggren Architecture will plan on presenting the plan at the February 24th meeting.
At 10:25 A.M. Melissa Mracek and Tessa Reece from UNL Extension introduced Tessa Reece as the new lead educator for Dawes County.  They also informed the Board they are working on the Annual Report which they will present to the Board in the future.  
At 10:32 A.M. Commissioner Rivera requested an executive session for legal.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to enter executive session. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  

At 10:47 A.M. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to exit executive session. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  The Board exited executive session with no action taken.
At 10:48 A.M. Commissioner Rivera addressed that their will be no action taken on the agenda item for County Road 50 claim.  

There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:48 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on February 10th, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on February 5th, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
January 27th, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS

	100
	AFLAC
	$    2,069.62

	100
	AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC-TREAS
	$          36.96

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$  13,593.63

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$        457.02

	100
	BIG BAT'S SHELL-WEED
	$        116.40

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-WEED
	$        163.26

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-250 MAIN ST
	$        345.08

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-342 MAIN ST
	$        279.41

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-451 MAIN ST
	$          53.62

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$  40,756.68

	100
	BOB'S SNOW REMOVAL
	$          90.00

	100
	BUFFALO COUNTY SHERIFF
	$          23.13

	100
	THE BUSINESS CONNECTION
	$        395.96

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$    2,349.33

	100
	CELESTE CATTIN
	$          85.71

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$        432.76

	100
	CENTURYLINK
	$        501.64

	100
	CHADRON ACE HARDWARE
	$        449.51

	100
	CHADRON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL & HEALTH
	$    1,993.85

	100
	CHADRON PLUMBING,INC
	$        165.57

	100
	COURAGE PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES
	$        600.00

	100
	CULLERS LAW OFFICE
	$    1,350.00

	100
	CULLIGAN-CO ATTORNEY
	$            6.95

	100
	DAS STATE ACCOUNTING
	$        426.00

	100
	DAWES CO TREASURER-FUND TRANSFER
	$  58,769.09

	100
	DAWES COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
	$          70.00

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$        262.50

	100
	DOUGLAS,KELLY,OSTDIEK,OSSIAN,BRODER
	$    2,745.35

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/CHERYL FEIST
	$          21.98

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/DAWES CO ATTORNEY
	$        101.64

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/ROBERTA COLEMAN
	$        485.53

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$  23,336.54

	100
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$    2,431.43

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$        171.03

	100
	HAUSER'S GRAB N GO LLC
	$        660.21

	100
	HI-TECH CAR CARE
	$        111.20

	100
	IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY,INC
	$        186.81

	100
	KONE,INC
	$        604.32

	100
	LINCOLN COUNTY DETENTION CENTER
	$    1,705.00

	100
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$          22.10

	100
	MID-STATES ORGANIZED CRIME INFO
	$        100.00

	100
	MIPS INC
	$        359.92

	100
	NE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SYSTEM
	$          93.00

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$    2,987.88

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$    2,219.73

	100
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        220.28

	100
	NOSSAMAN PETIT LAW FIRM,PC
	$    2,961.40

	100
	PIP MARKETING, SIGNS AND PRINT
	$    2,120.64

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-COUNTY COURT
	$        128.99

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-DISTRICT COURT
	$          76.94

	100
	AMY RAGSDALE
	$        648.00

	100
	MALYCHANH SAYALOUNE
	$        140.88

	100
	SHERIDAN COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTMENT
	$          19.00

	100
	SIRCHIE AQUISTION COMPANY LLC
	$          83.55

	100
	USDA,APHIS,WILDLIFE SERVICES
	$    4,384.82

	100
	VIAERO WIRELESS-WEED
	$          82.47

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        259.56

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$        340.83

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/SHERIFF
	$          75.64

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/VETERANS OFFICE
	$        122.27

	200
	AFLAC
	$        380.97

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    1,371.62

	200
	BEGUIN PROPANE
	$        666.00

	200
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-ROADS
	$    1,284.26

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    1,455.10

	200
	BRAD'S TRUCK SERVICE
	$  17,844.36

	200
	JAY BRUNS
	$          90.00

	200
	THE BUSINESS CONNECTION
	$        259.99

	200
	CENTURYLINK
	$          26.90

	200
	CHADRON ACE HARDWARE
	$            7.67

	200
	CIRCLE J GLASS-N-MORE
	$          77.28

	200
	DAWES CO TREAS/DELINQUENT PP TAXES
	$            7.72

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    3,576.15

	200
	GODFREY BRAKE SERVICE & SUPPLY, INC
	$        377.96

	200
	JAY D GOFF
	$  20,100.00

	200
	JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL-ROADS
	$        178.95

	200
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$            6.24

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$        165.00

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$        745.07

	200
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$          60.41

	200
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/ROADS
	$        274.87

	200
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        452.48

	200
	PHILLIPS F & T INC
	$    4,198.60

	200
	VIAERO WIRELESS-ROADS
	$          80.98

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        104.48

	990
	AFLAC
	$          33.38

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$          88.82

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$        116.98

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$        172.40

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          32.01

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          10.08

	1100
	STANARD APPRAISAL SERVICES INC
	$  29,474.00

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            4.50

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          17.66

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            3.36


