CHADRON, NEBRASKA

June 23, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The Public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:00 A.M. on the 23rd day of June, 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera. Board Members present were Walter Juhlin and Jake Stewart. Also present was Casey Keim, Dawes County Clerk; Adam Edmund, Deputy County Attorney; Lindy Coleman, Assessor; Jeff Johns, Sheriff; and Sam Wellnitz, Treasurer. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request.  
Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the June 9th, 2026 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the minutes as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claims with the exception of claim 26060177 and 26060208 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claim 260060177 and 26060208 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Juhlin. Nays: None. Abstained: Rivera.  Motion carried.
No correspondence was presented to the Board of Commissioners.
At 9:05 A.M. Public comment was opened.  Fire Chief Branden Martens thanked the County for their assistance with machinery and man power to assist with the South Fork Fire.  Chief Martens also thanked the whole fire team and communities for all the support and assistance.   Chief Martens and the Dawes County Board also wanted to thank Nan Gould and Region 23 for all their support.
At 9:07 A.M. Board reports ensued.  
Commissioner Stewart attended NCAP meeting, they completed their CEO evaluation. They are also looking to fill a spot on the Board.  They will be working on their audit coming this fall.  Advertisements for all fall classes have begun through NCAP’s HR.  Those listings can be found at NCAP.info.
The Safety committee met and they are refining the safety sheets making sure the sheets area actually applicable to what we do.

NNDC the new director, John Reed is visiting with people.  NNDC had a huge influx of traffic their website.  Director Reed has also been speaking with new clients about applications for new business loans.

Commissioner Juhlin did not attend any meetings.  He did speak with the Area aging office and they do have a few applications for a new director.
Commissioner Rivera attended the Tourism Board meeting.  They welcomed their new board member Taylor Osmotherly.  
Commissioner Rivera also attended the Region 1 meeting.  The State has approved their new fiscal budget.  

At 9:15 A.M.  Holly Brandt with Region 1 provide the Board with region 1 updates.  Region1 has four providers that they contract with for Dawes County; Western Community Health Resources, CrossRoads Resources, LLC, Inner Peace Holistic Healing Center, and Mental Health Alliance.  Their total allocations for Dawes County were $637,650.46.  Holly also provided an update on the Crisis Stabilization Project in Kimball.  To offset unforeseen costs of approximately $380,000 on the project they requested use of the Dawes County Opioid Funds.    Dawes County has approximately $43,678.00 in the Opioid Fund currently.  This will be revisited in the July 14th meeting.
At 9:35 A.M. Vicki Eitemiller with Pine Ridge Job Corps discussed a Memorandum of Agreement with the Dawes County Sheriff Office for law enforcement. She stated there are no changes to the existing contract.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve signing the Memorandum of Agreement for 2026-2027.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
At 9:40 A.M. Lindy Coleman led a discussion about exploring sharing an I.T. professional between the City of Chadron and Dawes County for our I.T. needs.  Commissioner Juhlin requested that we come up with the numbers of what we have been spending on I.T. services currently.  

At 9:50 A.M. a surplus request was presented from the E911 communication center to dispose of a monitor which was no longer functioning.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the surplus request for disposal via electronic recycling.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.

At 9:51 A.M. The Interlocal Agreement for Emergency Mutual Aid and Assistance was presented to the Board.  This agree would allow mutual aid between the eleven panhandle counties.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve signing the Interlocal Agreement.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.

At 9:52 A.M. Discussion was opened on banning the discharge of fireworks in Dawes County.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve signing resolution 2026-13 to ban the discharge of fireworks in Dawes County.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  A copy of the signed resolution is available in the Dawes County Clerk’s office.

At 9:55 A.M. Sam Wellnitz, Treasurer, came before the Board to request an exception to have the July bond interest payment be authorized for payment prior to the July 14th Board Meeting.  The payment needs to have an ACH done prior to the meeting to be able to clear in time for its due date.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the ACH for the July interest payment.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
At 10:02 A.M. The Board preformed the quarterly jail inspection.

At 10:31 A.M. The Board reviewed resolution 2026-14 to grant budget authority to cover budget overages in the Public Defender’s (625) budget in the amount of $2,401.28 and in the Alcohol and Drug Abuse (786) budget in the amount of $6,151.27.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve signing resolution 2026-14.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:32 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on July 14th, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on July 9th, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
June 23, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS 

	100
	AFLAC
	$    1,984.57 

	100
	AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC-TREAS
	$    5,947.85 

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$  13,315.23 

	100
	CHARLES ANDERSON
	$    1,350.00 

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$        550.84 

	100
	BAUERKEMPER'S INC-WEED
	$          25.14 

	100
	BIG BAT'S LLC-EXTENSION
	$        113.25 

	100
	BIG BAT'S LLC-SHERIFF
	$    1,207.39 

	100
	BIG BAT'S LLC-TREASURER
	$          48.30 

	100
	BIG BAT'S SHELL-VETERANS
	$        438.57 

	100
	BIG BAT'S SHELL-WEED
	$        186.76 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-250 MAIN ST
	$        144.88 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-342 MAIN ST
	$        160.99 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-451 MAIN ST
	$          52.56 

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$  39,951.06 

	100
	THE BUSINESS CONNECTION
	$    1,001.16 

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$    2,391.01 

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$        538.34 

	100
	CHADRON ACE HARDWARE
	$    2,109.70 

	100
	CHADRON GLASS & WINDOWS,INC
	$        350.00 

	100
	CHADRON MOTOR COMPANY
	$  38,064.15 

	100
	CITY OF CHADRON-TELETYPE
	$    5,000.00 

	100
	CLINICAL LABORATORY OF BLACK HILLS
	$    3,159.00 

	100
	COBBLESTONE HOTEL & SUITES-BROKEN B
	$        330.00 

	100
	CRAWFORD CLIPPER/HARRISON SUN
	$        548.78 

	100
	CROWNE PLAZA
	$        299.90 

	100
	CULLERS LAW OFFICE
	$        110.00 

	100
	CULLIGAN-CO ATTORNEY
	$          23.90 

	100
	CULLIGAN-DIST COURT
	$          13.90 

	100
	CULLIGAN-SHERIFF
	$        151.90 

	100
	CULLIGAN-WEED
	$          13.90 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY COURT
	$        398.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$        262.50 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY 125 CAFETERIA PLAN
	$  10,099.68 

	100
	DUNBAR'S U DESIGN IT
	$    2,311.50 

	100
	ENGRAVERS
	$    2,295.00 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/JAKE STEWART
	$        123.50 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/SHERIFF
	$        382.16 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/TREASURER
	$        198.95 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/VOLUNTEERS
	$    3,392.00 

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$  22,861.31 

	100
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$    2,584.59 

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$        139.53 

	100
	HAUSER'S GRAB N GO LLC
	$        759.38 

	100
	HILLS TIRE & SUPPLY
	$        195.00 

	100
	HOLIDAY INN-KEARNEY
	$        239.90 

	100
	INTRALINKS,INC
	$    9,261.28 

	100
	LA SIGN & SCREEN PRINTING
	$        570.00 

	100
	THE LITTLE PRINT SHOP INC
	$        913.45 

	100
	MOBIUS COMMUNICATIONS
	$  16,710.17 

	100
	MONUMENT HEALTH RAPID CITY HOSPITAL
	$        500.00 

	100
	NACO
	$        300.00 

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$    2,924.02 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$    1,516.53 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/SHERIFF
	$        316.60 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/TREASURER
	$    1,093.15 

	100
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        222.74 

	100
	OUTLAW PRINTERS,INC
	$          90.00 

	100
	PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
	$          60.00 

	100
	PESTS GO
	$          45.00 

	100
	CLAYTON PINNT
	$        178.00 

	100
	POSTMASTER
	$        126.00 

	100
	PYE-BARKER FIRE & SAFETY,LLC
	$    1,113.00 

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-COUNTY COURT
	$        109.99 

	100
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$          25.00 

	100
	TRAVIS SCHIAFFO
	$          21.60 

	100
	SKEETERS AUTO PARTS INC
	$        500.21 

	100
	SMITH,KING AND SIMMONS,PC
	$        759.00 

	100
	ANGELA TOOF
	$          72.50 

	100
	UNIVERSITY OF NE-LINCOLN-WAGES EXT
	$    8,407.99 

	100
	UNL EXTENSION DAWES COUNTY
	$          97.41 

	100
	VAN DIEST SUPPLY COMPANY
	$  22,742.75 

	100
	VIAERO WIRELESS-WEED
	$          82.38 

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        263.47 

	100
	WAHLSTROM FORD INC
	$          76.98 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$        330.21 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/SHERIFF
	$          75.64 

	200
	AFLAC
	$        380.97 

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    1,323.87 

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    1,280.70 

	200
	BRAD'S TRUCK SERVICE
	$    2,578.04 

	200
	EAGLE CHEVROLET BUICK & PONTIAC
	$  43,090.00 

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    3,672.84 

	200
	FLOYD'S TRUCK CENTER,INC
	$          87.06 

	200
	GRIMM'S PUMP AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
	$    4,234.40 

	200
	HILLS TIRE & SUPPLY
	$          40.00 

	200
	KCSR-AM
	$        190.00 

	200
	MODERN FARM EQUIPMENT CORP
	$    2,260.45 

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$        178.75 

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$        774.82 

	200
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$          51.91 

	200
	NKC TIRE
	$          28.00 

	200
	NMC EXCHANGE LLC/NEBRASKA MACHINERY
	$    1,641.15 

	200
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        117.25 

	200
	PYE-BARKER FIRE & SAFETY,LLC
	$    1,141.00 

	200
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$    2,815.47 

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          94.40 

	200
	WALTER FIELD REPAIR
	$    8,752.80 

	200
	WESTCO
	$  12,438.63 

	990
	AFLAC
	$          33.38 

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$          93.00 

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$        116.98 

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$        188.39 

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          35.74 

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          10.08 

	1900
	VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE
	$        230.00 

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            4.50 

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          17.66 

	2910
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$          55.88 

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            3.36 


