CHADRON, NEBRASKA

March 24, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The Public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:00 A.M. on the 24th day of March, 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera. Board Members present were Walter Juhlin and Jake Stewart. Also present was Casey Keim, Dawes County Clerk; Wade Yada, Highway Superintendent; Adam Edmund, Deputy County Attorney; Lindy Coleman, Assessor; Celeste Cattin, Clerk of The District Court; and Sam Wellnitz, Treasurer. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request.  
Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Stewart, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin, Stewart and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the March 10, 2026 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Stewart, moved to approve the minutes as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin, Stewart and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve all claims with the exception of claim 26030179 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claims 260030179 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Juhlin. Nays: None. Abstained: Rivera.  Motion carried.
Correspondence submitted for review was a letter in regard to the proposed courthouse expansion from Cheryl Cassiday.

Public comment was opened. Lindy Coleman informed the Board about County Government Day on April 7th.
At 9:07 A.M. Board reports ensued.  Commissioner Stewart attended the NCAP Board meeting.  They are waiting on one piece for the lower number to serve and are waiting on the regional office to hear back on that.  Commissioner Stewart said all grants are currently running as normal.  
Region 23met with all four counties present.  There were over 1,000 calls last month for Dawes County alone.  They did talk about fires that are still going through Nebraska and Counties working together to help with recovery.
NNDC is meeting on March 30th so Commissioner Stewart will have that to report on the second meeting in April.

Safety committee met and they will be bringing information before the Board in the future.

Commissioner Juhlin reported Office of Human Development met and everything is running smoothly.

Crawford Seniors is looking for volunteers for the Traveling Vietnam Wall Memorial in September.  They are looking for 35 volunteers per day.
Aging Office of Western Nebraska met.  They voted to hire legal counsel to investigate a personnel situation.

Commissioner Rivera Reported the Dawes County Tourism Board met.  Their Treasurer’s report showed receipts in the amount of $6,277.73.  The Improvement fund balance is at $249,672.08.  The Promotion fund is at $41,631.73.  The Tourism Board made a motion to move grant guidelines to go from monthly to quarterly to allow for more time for the submission process.

Commissioner Rivera attended the Region 1 Meeting.  They set their next budget at $4,591,063.  Which is the same as their current year’s budget.  They are currently looking to name the renovated building in Kimball the Central Wyoming Nebraska Counseling Center.   
Swann Board met and they announced Tire Amnesty Day for 2026 will be Wednesday June 10th and Thursday June 11th.  They also toured the new facility.
At 9:19 A.M. Highway Superintendent Wade Yada informed the Board all districts are operating as normal.  They are out maintaining roads.
At 9:20 A.M. Commissioner Rivera opened bids for the courthouse lawn mowing for 2026.  There was only one bid presented in the amount of $280 per service from Mike Felton. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to award bid to Mike Felton for lawn mowing. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
At 9:23 A.M. Commissioner Rivera opened bids for Surplus Property from the Weed Department.  

The 200 Gallon tank had two bids:  1.) Dennis Brott for $26.00; 2.) Walt Juhlin for $130.00.

The utility trailer had two bids:  1.) Dan Wordekemper for $500.00; 2.) Sam Wellnitz for $555.55.

The 1998 Ford pickup had two bids:  1.) Greg Dierks for $100.00; 2.) Walt Juhlin for $350.00.

Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Rivera, moved to award bids to the highest bidder for each item. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Rivera. Nays: None. Abstained: Juhlin.  Motion carried.
At 9:30 A.M. Dan Wordekemper opened discussion on purchasing a new mower for the County.  He presents two bids:  1.) Sandberg Implement in the amount of $29,137.24 for a Land Pride RCM5014; 2.) Modern Farm in the amount of $34,000.00 for a Schulte XH1000.  Dan recommended the Schulte mower due to the heavy use incurred by the County.  He said the Schulte should last longer than the three-year term we are currently getting out of our mowers.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to award bid to Modern Farm for the Schulte XH1000. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
At 9:35 A.M. Tessa Reece from UNL Extension provided extension updates to the Board.  She informed the Board UNL Extension is having a Board meeting March twenty-fourth.  Extension currently has multiple Clover Kid programs going on.  Clover Kids represents kids from ages five to seven.  95 youths have been reached with Clover Kid Clubs.  Tessa also presented that 62 youths participated in STEM Day at Chadron.  She also informed Extension had been awarded $2,400 in Health Rocks! Grant contribution funds to support ongoing program needs.  She had also secured $300 in sponsorship for the sewing club starting in Chadron for the purchase of machines.
At 9:40 A.M. Martha Quay representing Dawes County Volunteers came before the Board.  She spoke with the Board about the two introductory meet and greets which were held in Chadron and Crawford.  She informed they were a great success in getting information out to the public.  Dawes County Volunteers can now also be accessed on the Dawes County Website to sign up for the program.  Dawes County Volunteers first board meeting will be April 6th and 1:00 P.M.
At 9:50 A.M. Treasurer Sam Wellnitz presented the recent tax sale report.  The sale was properly conducted on 125 delinquent parcels of real estate and specials involving #136,500.02.  99 tax certificates were sold yielding $105,678.70 in back taxes being collected; $9,989.24 in interest; $1,960.00 in assessed advertising fees; $139.06 in special assessments; $17.92 in special assessment interest; $2,200.00in certified fees collected; resulting in a grand total for the sale of $119,984.92.

At 9:55 Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to enter executive session on legal grounds. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
At 10:20 A.M. Commissioner Rivera, seconded by Juhlin, moved to exit executive session. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  No action was taken.

At 10:21 A.M. Resolution 2026-10 A resolution to ban open burning in Dawes County was put before the Board.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve and sign Resolution 2026-10. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Being signed the ban shall remain in place until such time as conditions are favorable for burning and such ban is lifted by the Commissioners and local Fire Chiefs.

At 10:25 A.M. A courthouse grounds use application was presented to the Board on behalf of Caravan Traders LLC.  The event is a Celebration of Life for Barbara McDaniel to take place on July 12th from 4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the courthouse grounds use application. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.   
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on April 14, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on April 9th, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
March 24th, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS 

	100
	AFLAC
	$    2,069.62 

	100
	THE ALPHA ROAD BODY SHOP AND SALES
	$        110.23 

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$  12,470.86 

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$        457.02 

	100
	AXON ENTERPRISES,INC
	$        523.20 

	100
	BIG BAT'S LLC-EXTENSION
	$          30.93 

	100
	BIG BAT'S LLC-SHERIFF
	$        563.64 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-WEED
	$        140.46 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-250 MAIN ST
	$        453.38 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-342 MAIN ST
	$        361.65 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-451 MAIN ST
	$          52.68 

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$  40,239.81 

	100
	BOB'S SNOW REMOVAL
	$          90.00 

	100
	THE BUSINESS CONNECTION
	$        395.96 

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$    2,670.64 

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$        445.20 

	100
	CHADRON ACE HARDWARE
	$        232.82 

	100
	CLERK OF DIST COURT ASSOCIATION
	$          75.00 

	100
	CRITES,SHAFFER,CONNEALY,WATSON,HARF
	$    2,000.00 

	100
	CULLERS LAW OFFICE
	$        520.00 

	100
	CULLIGAN-CO ATTORNEY
	$          16.95 

	100
	CULLIGAN-DIST COURT
	$          27.80 

	100
	CULLIGAN-SHERIFF
	$          13.90 

	100
	CULLIGAN-WEED
	$            6.95 

	100
	WENDY C CUTTING
	$        187.15 

	100
	DAS STATE ACCOUNTING
	$        426.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
	$        169.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$        262.50 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY 125 CAFETERIA PLAN
	$          29.95 

	100
	DOUGLAS,KELLY,OSTDIEK,OSSIAN,BRODER
	$    4,749.95 

	100
	EAKES,INC
	$    1,092.82 

	100
	AUDREY M LONG
	$        710.00 

	100
	THE EMBLEM AUTHORITY
	$        570.00 

	100
	FIRE & ICE MECHANICAL
	$        711.57 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/CHERYL FEIST
	$        148.00 

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$  20,607.19 

	100
	GALLS
	$        265.18 

	100
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$    2,736.18 

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$        132.72 

	100
	HAUSER'S GRAB N GO LLC
	$        411.62 

	100
	HILLS TIRE & SUPPLY
	$        861.00 

	100
	IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY,INC
	$        186.81 

	100
	KONE,INC
	$    3,202.80 

	100
	JESSICA M LANDERS LAW OFFICE
	$        830.00 

	100
	LINCOLN COUNTY DETENTION CENTER
	$        495.00 

	100
	MIDWEST SPECIAL SERVICES
	$        782.15 

	100
	MIPS INC
	$        130.00 

	100
	NE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SYSTEM
	$          84.00 

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$    2,620.70 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$    1,738.80 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/CLERK
	$            7.04 

	100
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        208.21 

	100
	OWEN DENTAL CARE
	$        341.00 

	100
	PESTS GO
	$          35.00 

	100
	MARTHA QUAY
	$          10.94 

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-COUNTY COURT
	$        140.99 

	100
	MALYCHANH SAYALOUNE
	$          33.31 

	100
	SKEETERS AUTO PARTS INC
	$          33.56 

	100
	UNL EXTENSION DAWES COUNTY
	$          22.28 

	100
	VIAERO WIRELESS-WEED
	$          82.47 

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        259.56 

	100
	WESTFIELD PHARMACY INC
	$          53.89 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$        328.54 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/SHERIFF
	$          75.64 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/VETERANS OFFICE
	$        129.80 

	200
	AFLAC
	$        380.97 

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    1,313.71 

	200
	B & C STEEL CORPORATION
	$        404.85 

	200
	BEGUIN PROPANE
	$        862.47 

	200
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-ROADS
	$        259.55 

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    1,397.68 

	200
	BRAD'S TRUCK SERVICE
	$        361.49 

	200
	CHADRON MOTOR COMPANY
	$    1,641.87 

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    3,274.54 

	200
	HERREN BROTHERS TRUE VALUE
	$  22,200.36 

	200
	JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL-ROADS
	$        180.15 

	200
	MEDICAL ENTERPRISES,INC
	$          47.25 

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$        165.00 

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$        689.00 

	200
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$          57.78 

	200
	NKC TIRE
	$          86.97 

	200
	NMC EXCHANGE LLC/NEBRASKA MACHINERY
	$        505.91 

	200
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        379.96 

	200
	POWERPLAN
	$    1,618.80 

	200
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$        176.50 

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          94.40 

	200
	WESTCO
	$    5,726.21 

	990
	AFLAC
	$          33.38 

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$          83.59 

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$        116.98 

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$        152.44 

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          27.34 

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          10.08 

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            4.50 

	2910
	FIRST BANKCARD/E-911
	$          69.99 

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          17.66 

	2910
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$          55.88 

	2910
	INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER
	$          70.95 

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            3.36 


