CHADRON, NEBRASKA

May 26, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The Public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:00 A.M. on the 26th day of May, 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera. Board Members present were Walter Juhlin and Jake Stewart. Also present was Casey Keim, Dawes County Clerk; Adam Edmund, Deputy County Attorney; Lindy Coleman, Assessor; Celeste Cattin, Clerk of The District Court; Jeff Johns, Sheriff; and Sam Wellnitz, Treasurer. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request.  
Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the May 11, 2026 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the minutes as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claims with the exception of claim 26050199 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claim 26050199 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Juhlin. Nays: None. Abstained: Rivera.  Motion carried.
Correspondence from Glenn Marker and from Dawes County Employees were submitted for Commissioner review.

At 9:05 A.M. Public comment was opened. No comment was made.
At 9:07 A.M. Board reports ensued.  Commissioner Stewart attended the NCAP Board meeting.  They are 30% into their grant cycle.  Hiring has begun in all counties for the weatherization program and for fall classrooms.  Region 23 met and passed their budget.  They are trying to work with EMPG to offset salaries.  NNDC will meet on the 27th.  Safety committee met and are working on updating cameras and the alert system in the courthouse.

Commissioner Juhlin attended the OHD Board meeting and it was business as usual.  He also attended the Area Aging meeting and they are advertising for a new director currently.

Commissioner Rivera attended the Region 1 meeting.  They are waiting for approval from the state on their submitted budget.  The SWANN Board met to approve claims and finalize their budget and new rates.  They new rates will take effect July 1st, 2026. 

At 9:12 A.M.  Kerri Rempp and Jessica Espinoza came before the Board to discuss the Crawford Area Chamber of commerce ands the information booth.  Currently the agreement for funding is $7,000 per year.  There was a request made for $9,200-$9,500.  Kerri explained this is a budget issue and that she had submitted the new proposed budget in for $8,500 up from the current $7,000.  Jess explained the information booth will be open 35 hours per week from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  
At 9:19 A.M. Kerri Rempp spoke with the Board about the Travel Board vacancy.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to appoint Taylor Osmotherly to fill the vacancy.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.

At 9:21 A.M. Ryan Powers with USDA Wildlife Services updated the Board on the 26/27 Financial plan for wildlife management.  He informed the Board they are still trying to hire a candidate for the program.  They also budgeted in One Hundred hours of flight time for Dawes County.  If the need arises, they can amend the contract for additional hours based on need and availability.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the work financial plan.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.
At 9:35 A.M. Darren Duncan with District 12 Probation spoke with the Board about Probation in the Courthouse.  He expressed gratitude that the Board invited him to speak about the needs of the Probation office in Dawes County.  Darren said he feels the needs of the space they currently occupy is adequate.  He appreciated that Dawes County is looking at better security for the courthouse.  Darren fells that occupying space in the courthouse is a benefit for the court system and probation in Dawes County.  
At 9:52 A.M. Brandon Yetter spoke with the Board to request a leniency for the veteran motor vehicle tax exemption.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the leniency to extend the timeline on the exemption process.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.

At 10:00 A.M. Sheriff Jeff Johns spoke with the Board about security upgrades in the courthouse.  He presented a proposal from Mobius Communications to replace the cameras and security buttons in the courthouse.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the Mobius quote and proceed with the upgrade.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.

At 10:06 A.M. Wade Yada, Dawes County Highway Superintended, provided road updates to the Board.  District 1 had a delay in replacing bridge plank on Airport Road but was able to start on the bridge on May 26th.  District 2 was maintaining roads as normal. District 3 was hauling material to Sawlog Road and Lemmon Road.  
At 10:10 A.M. Discussion was opened in regard to the Dawes County Employee letter presented to the Board in regard to insurance coverage provided by the County.  It was brought up that it is increasingly difficult to utilize the dental coverage we have as most dentists are not accepting out provider.  It was deemed that we will look into options over the next fiscal year to determine what is available and a fit for the county.

At 10:16 A.M. A courthouse grounds use permit was presented for Fur Trade Days, Inc.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the use permit.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.

At 10:20 A.M. Jerry Bergren with Berggren Architecture joined the Board to take a tour of the courthouse to discuss projects and needs.  

At 10:25 A.M. The Board took recess to tour the Courthouse.

At 10:55 A.M. The Board resumed the meeting.

There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:55 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on June 09, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on June 4th, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
May 26, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS 

	100
	AFLAC
	$    1,984.57 

	100
	AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC-TREAS
	$        836.97 

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$  12,891.35 

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$        456.86 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-WEED
	$          91.50 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-250 MAIN ST
	$        215.48 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-342 MAIN ST
	$        193.04 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-451 MAIN ST
	$          54.53 

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$  39,817.23 

	100
	JENNIFER BORIE
	$        100.00 

	100
	MANDY BRICE
	$          80.00 

	100
	THE BUSINESS CONNECTION
	$        395.96 

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$    3,719.24 

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$        224.60 

	100
	CHADRON ACE HARDWARE
	$          13.49 

	100
	CHADRON GLASS & WINDOWS,INC
	$    4,725.00 

	100
	CRAWFORD CLIPPER/HARRISON SUN
	$        905.80 

	100
	CRITES,SHAFFER,CONNEALY,WATSON,HARF
	$        670.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$        262.50 

	100
	DOUGLAS,KELLY,OSTDIEK,OSSIAN,BRODER
	$    3,923.30 

	100
	EAKES,INC
	$          77.83 

	100
	ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE INC
	$    1,410.74 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/CHERYL FEIST
	$        252.90 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/ROBERTA COLEMAN
	$        329.32 

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$  22,309.19 

	100
	JANICE GERMAN
	$          70.00 

	100
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$        313.86 

	100
	GRP & ASSOCIATES,INC
	$          54.00 

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$        159.46 

	100
	HENCEY PLUMBING & HYDRONICS,INC
	$        195.00 

	100
	JUSTICE DATA SOLUTIONS,INC
	$    3,400.00 

	100
	LA SIGN & SCREEN PRINTING
	$        130.00 

	100
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$          23.38 

	100
	MIDWEST CONNECT,LLC
	$        409.00 

	100
	MORFORD'S DECORATING CENTER
	$    1,096.44 

	100
	MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS
	$  22,206.00 

	100
	NE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SYSTEM
	$          87.00 

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$    2,843.60 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DIST-WEED
	$        145.51 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$    1,492.60 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/TOURISM
	$        145.15 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/TREASURER
	$        169.19 

	100
	CANDACE NOLLETTE
	$        163.97 

	100
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        217.81 

	100
	PESTS GO
	$          35.00 

	100
	MARTHA QUAY
	$          15.52 

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-COUNTY COURT
	$        130.99 

	100
	MALYCHANH SAYALOUNE
	$        104.74 

	100
	MICHAEL SCOTT STANKO
	$    1,277.60 

	100
	TACTECH
	$        184.62 

	100
	THOMSON WEST PAYMENT CENTER
	$    1,192.50 

	100
	UNL EXTENSION DAWES COUNTY
	$          68.31 

	100
	VIAERO WIRELESS-WEED
	$          82.38 

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        247.22 

	100
	BOBBI WELLNTIZ
	$          67.68 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$        330.21 

	100
	YELLOW ROBE CONSULTING INC
	$    1,800.00 

	200
	AFLAC
	$        380.97 

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    1,252.46 

	200
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-ROADS
	$        536.73 

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    1,414.53 

	200
	BRAD'S TRUCK SERVICE
	$        495.49 

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    3,153.58 

	200
	JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL-ROADS
	$        140.96 

	200
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$            6.22 

	200
	MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP
	$        667.85 

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$        178.75 

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$        666.18 

	200
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$          54.36 

	200
	NKC TIRE
	$    2,940.00 

	200
	NORTHERN TRUCK EQUIPMENT CORP
	$        480.00 

	200
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        137.88 

	200
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$    1,598.51 

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        110.65 

	200
	WESTCO
	$  15,990.64 

	990
	AFLAC
	$          33.38 

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$          85.16 

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$        116.98 

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$        158.42 

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          28.74 

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          10.08 

	2500
	CHADRON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
	$    3,246.54 

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            4.50 

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          17.66 

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            3.36 


