CHADRON, NEBRASKA

October 27th, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:00 A.M. on the 27th day of October, 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera. Board Members present were Walter Juhlin.  Commissioner Jake Stewart was excused.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request. 
Commissioner Stewart joined via phone. 
Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the October 13th, 2026 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to approve the minutes as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Stewart, moved to approve claims with the exception of claim 26100193 and 26100223 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claim 26100193 and 26100223 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Juhlin. Nays: None. Abstained: Rivera.  Motion carried.
Commissioner Stewart exited and was excused from the meeting.

No correspondence was received by the Board.
At 9:04 A.M. Public comment was opened.  Walt Juhlin asked when and how the eighty acre and under taxing valuation was established in Dawes County.  Assessor Lindy Coleman advised that was already in place when she took office twenty years ago.  Walt said he thinks the Board needs to look into it and review that.  Assessor Coleman pointed out that the Board does not make that determination.  The eighty acres is also in the zoning regulations and the Dawes County comprehensive plan.  Everything is in sync with the eighty acres classification.  Commissioner Juhlin stated he feels that for people wanting to build in the country that it is an economic barrier.  Assessor Coleman advised the sales prove the justification; small acreage properties keep jumping in value year on year. She can’t ignore the sales history.  Chairman Rivera advised this will need to be an agenda item on the next meeting if there is to be more conversation over the issue.  
At 9:10 A.M. Board reports ensued.  
Commissioner Juhlin did not attend any meetings as they could not establish a quorum at any of them.
Clerk Casey Keim read into record Commissioner Stewarts board reports.  Northwest Community Action (NCAP) met on the third Thursday of October to hold their monthly meeting. The CEO Brooke Smith gave her report to the board. Items included Annual All Agency Training held last month. NCAP had volunteers from CSC student athletics help repackage diapers for the diaper bank. NCAP will continue to update their Emergency Preparedness Plans and the agency took bids and purchased a new vehicle for Head Start and Early Head Start. 

Dawes County Buildings and grounds had eight trees that were planted before winter due in part to a grant from NRD. Eli Goff from NRD helped purchase and get trees planted and will try to secure more for Spring plating. Brad will continue to water these trees a couple days a week until we have a hard freeze. 

 Commissioner Rivera attended the Tourism Board meeting. He advised Kerri Rempp will present their annual report.
The Region 1 meeting was business as usual.
At 9:15 A.M. The Board discussed the unlocking of the courthouse building.  Chairman Rivera stated they had received a complaint that the building was being unlocked too early and people were coming into the building before 8:30. Assessor Coleman asked why that is a problem?  She explained that all of our offices have locks if we don’t want to be open to the public prior to 8:30. Why are we changing an established routine?  Chairman Rivera clarified that maintenance unlocks the building Monday through Thursday and the Sheriff’s department unlocks on Fridays.  Chief Deputy Sayaloune advised that is correct.  Brad Streeks advised by asking different departments to rotate unlocking that that won’t work.  If one person is unlocking one door another is unlocking another that will lead to doors getting missed.  Chairman Rivera asked Assessor Coleman if she is in favor of going back to the way it was before it started getting adjusted.  She advised she is in favor of going back and that she would not put that expectation on her staff to unlock the building.  Chairman Rivera asked Clerk Keim if he wanted to go back.  Clerk Keim advised he would not be willing to put that expectation on his staff either and is in favor of going back as well.  Treasurer Wellnitz was asked if he would be in favor of going back.  He advised he had no comment on it but he would not put that expectation on his staff either. Chairman Rivera asked if he would have a problem going back to the way it was.  Treasurer Wellnitz said he wouldn’t have an issue with that.  Chairman Rivera asked if the Sherriff’s department had an issue with returning to the way it was and was told that is fine. Chairman asked Dana Streeks with District Court if they wanted to go back.  Dana said they want to go back to before the change. Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to go back to the established routine of maintenance unlocking when they begin their day and locking the building at 4:25.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.

At 9:28 A.M. Highway Superintendent Wade Yada gave road district updates to the Board.  District One is still working on Slim Buttes Road.  They are also out blading with the moisture.  District Two is out blading.  District Three is working on North Whitney Road.
Resolution 2026-22 Certification of Highway Superintendent was read by Clerk Casey Keim.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to authorize the Chairman to sign resolution 2026-22.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried

Right Fiber presented a road crossing and right of way use permit for Board review.  Highway Superintendent said he had reviewed their request.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the permit.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried

At 9:37 A.M. Kerri Rempp, Dawes County Tourism Director, presented their annual report.  The lodging tax is up 6.5% fiscal year on year.  On the calendar year, tourism is also showing an increase. They have also spent approximately forty thousand dollars on advertising which is a reduction from the 2025/2026 year.  Kerri reported they have noticed an impact from the use of artificial intelligence to the traffic count on their website.  There has been lower website traffic as that information is being pulled from the website with smart searches.
Kerri reported they have fulfilled five thousand travel guides requests which cover thirty-six states and five countries. The tourism board have approved approximately thirteen thousand two hundred thirty dollars in promotion grants and approximately fifty thousand in improvement grants.
At 9:52 A.M. A quote for the five-year inspection of the courthouse sprinkler system was presented to the Board from Pye Barker in the amount of three thousand four hundred thirty-five dollars. Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to authorize the Chairman to sign quote.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
At 9:54 A.M. County Clerk Casey Keim brought a discussion about a claim submitted under the name of a current employee for reimbursing a personal credit card for the purchase of a computer for a county office.  Deputy County attorney Adam Edmund advised that it is not the policy of the board to make purchases on personal cards. Adam advised to clean up the policy on personal credit card use and send a new memo out reflecting the policy.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to put the claim through on the next claim cycle.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried

At 10:00 A.M. The Board completed the NACO voter registration for the December 2026 NACO Board election.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to designate Commissioner Jake Stewart as the representative for Dawes County.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried

At 10:04 A.M. The Board reviewed the Maximus cost allocation plan certification. Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Rivera, moved to authorize the chairman to sign the certification.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on November 10th, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on November 5th, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
October 27th, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS 

	100
	AFLAC
	$    1,830.36 

	100
	AGING OFFICE OF WESTERN NEBRASKA
	$    2,015.00 

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$  13,037.69 

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$        467.70 

	100
	BIG BAT'S LLC-EXTENSION
	$        100.94 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-WEED
	$          52.07 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-250 MAIN ST
	$          49.56 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-342 MAIN ST
	$          49.56 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-451 MAIN ST
	$          54.42 

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$  44,730.39 

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$    2,397.03 

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$        437.19 

	100
	CENTURYLINK
	$          99.99 

	100
	CENTURYLINK-E911 MAINTENANCE
	$        113.09 

	100
	CHADRON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL & HEALTH
	$        127.00 

	100
	CITY OF CRAWFORD
	$    1,600.00 

	100
	CLINICAL LABORATORY OF BLACK HILLS
	$    6,318.00 

	100
	CRAWFORD CLIPPER/HARRISON SUN
	$        606.18 

	100
	CRAWFORD SENIOR CITIZENS PROGRAM
	$    2,500.00 

	100
	CRITES,SHAFFER,CONNEALY,WATSON,HARF
	$          80.00 

	100
	DAS STATE ACCOUNTING
	$        426.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
	$        180.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
	$    5,000.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$        345.82 

	100
	REBECCA DOBY
	$        492.50 

	100
	DOUGLAS,KELLY,OSTDIEK,OSSIAN,BRODER
	$    2,469.86 

	100
	ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE INC
	$  10,887.65 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/ROBERTA COLEMAN
	$        458.67 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/SHERIFF
	$        280.93 

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$  22,338.10 

	100
	GREAT PLAINS REPORTING
	$        392.10 

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$        219.90 

	100
	HENCEY PLUMBING & HYDRONICS,INC
	$        240.00 

	100
	HILLS TIRE & SUPPLY
	$        101.00 

	100
	IAAO
	$        255.00 

	100
	IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY,INC
	$        206.82 

	100
	JEFFREY JOHNS
	$          60.00 

	100
	LINCOLN COUNTY DETENTION CENTER
	$    2,420.00 

	100
	MAXIMUS,INC
	$    2,100.00 

	100
	MONUMENT HEALTH RAPID CITY HOSPITAL
	$    1,500.00 

	100
	NACO
	$          25.00 

	100
	NE DEPT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
	$  14,532.00 

	100
	NE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SYSTEM
	$          90.00 

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$    2,866.15 

	100
	NORTHWEST NEBRASKA DEVELOPMENT CORP
	$  10,000.00 

	100
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        208.41 

	100
	NOSSAMAN PETIT LAW FIRM,PC
	$        235.25 

	100
	OWEN DENTAL CARE
	$    1,825.00 

	100
	PANHANDLE AREA DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
	$    1,894.64 

	100
	PESTS GO
	$          45.00 

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-COUNTY COURT
	$        135.99 

	100
	REG I OFFICE OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
	$    2,737.50 

	100
	REG 1 BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AUTHORITY
	$  15,569.50 

	100
	REGION 23 EMERGENCY SERVICES
	$  24,751.80 

	100
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$        195.63 

	100
	MICHAEL SCOTT STANKO
	$        924.40 

	100
	THOMSON WEST PAYMENT CENTER
	$    4,936.00 

	100
	VIAERO WIRELESS-WEED
	$          80.78 

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        265.94 

	100
	WAHLSTROM FORD INC
	$        156.69 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$        343.19 

	100
	YELLOW ROBE CONSULTING INC
	$    1,800.00 

	200
	ACTION COMMUNICATIONS INC
	$    1,408.15 

	200
	AFLAC
	$        405.82 

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    1,276.53 

	200
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-ROADS
	$        241.40 

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    1,582.69 

	200
	BRADLEY BOLEK
	$    2,467.50 

	200
	BOX BUTTE GENERAL HOSPITAL
	$          71.00 

	200
	CENTURYLINK
	$          30.77 

	200
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$          75.00 

	200
	EAGLE CHEVROLET BUICK & PONTIAC
	$          69.88 

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    3,375.49 

	200
	PATRICK FURMAN
	$        236.25 

	200
	HILLS TIRE & SUPPLY
	$        145.00 

	200
	BOONE HUFFMAN LAND AND CATTLE
	$    5,766.25 

	200
	JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL-ROADS
	$          78.04 

	200
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$            6.44 

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$        178.75 

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$        728.06 

	200
	NKC TIRE
	$        202.37 

	200
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        118.82 

	200
	OUTLAW PRINTERS,INC
	$        345.80 

	200
	PHILLIPS F & T INC
	$    2,965.22 

	200
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$    1,909.25 

	200
	DONALD SCHRADER
	$          62.00 

	200
	SIGN SOLUTIONS USA, LLC
	$        291.42 

	200
	SKEETERS AUTO PARTS INC
	$    1,416.23 

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        124.01 

	990
	AFLAC
	$          33.38 

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$          87.73 

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$        122.24 

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$        167.31 

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          30.81 

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          10.08 

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            4.50 

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          17.61 

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            3.35 


