CHADRON, NEBRASKA

March 10, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:15 A.M. on the 10th day of March 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera.  Board Members present were Jake Stewart and Walter Juhlin. Also present was Casey Keim, Dawes County Clerk; Wade Yada, Highway Superintendent; Adam Edmund, Deputy County Attorney; Celeste Cattin, Clerk of the District Court, Lindy Coleman, Assessor; and Sam Wellnitz, Treasurer. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request.  
Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the February 24th, 2026 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed. Corrections were made to Board reporting NCAP report “working on the building” and Region 1 report changing Sidney to Kimball. Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Stewart, moved to approve the minutes as amended. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Rivera and Juhlin. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve all claims as submitted.  Roll call vote, Ayes:  Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
At 9:20 A.M. Public comment was opened.  Jerry Schumacher addressed the Board in regard to the courthouse expansion discussion.  He stated that discussion of the courthouse expansion has really created more questions than answers.  Jerry informed the Board that the public has been asked to comment but the public doesn’t have any information to provide that comment.  He advised that process matters.  When it comes to big projects with lots of people and money the process matters so that you can go back and see how this decision was made.  He said when you are engaging the public and looking for their support three things really matter:  timeliness, transparency, and truthfulness.  Jerry stated that the big question is, is what generated this proposed project?  He stated that the request for comment has been a little confusing because you click the link and there was no information available.  Commissioner Stewart explained they have updated that announcement with Chadrad on Monday March 9th to provide more information.  Jerry asked how those comments are being handled?  Commissioner Stewart advised that those comments are going to the Dawes County website and Commissioner Stewart.  Jerry asked Jake if the County will be doing any form of content analysis on the collected comments.  Jake said yes, they will be; so that they can determine where the project goes. Jerry said it would be helpful if we put all the available information on our website so that the public could see all the information, plans, and costs involved.   
Commissioner Rivera requested Celeste Cattin, the Clerk of the District Court, to explain a bit more about the proposed project.  Celeste advised what had originally started this was that district court did not have a jury room.  In the past they had used the commissioner room and the old courtroom, which the DMV is in now.  The court requested to have a renovation done on an empty space in the basement level of the courthouse for a multi-purpose room to be put in so that it could serve as a jury room as well.  She said currently they do not have a lot of jury trials but the Judge feels that the current setup is just not working when they do have one going.  This led to Celeste asking what could be done and that is what brought on having Berggren Architecture review the building to see how space is being utilized and what potential there is for space and possible expansion.  Upon that review there were also storage issues and security issues identified.  With these issues identified it made more sense to look at a comprehensive solution rather than just addressing one space at a time. Commissioner Stewart added that with our courthouse being on the historic registry there are a lot of things we have to do to meet those historic requirements and that since this would also involve the court system, we have to meet requirements set forth by the Supreme Court of Nebraska. This is why we are consulting with Berggren Architecture as they have experience in courthouse renovations and working with these standards.  They would also be able to set up a comprehensive plan so that construction can be done in phases so the County can afford to fit it within their financial means and still be able to work toward a bigger and better overall space.  
Commissioner Rivera stated he had been asked if this was mandated by the State at this time.  Commissioner Stewart advised it is not mandatory at this time but there is a possibility it could be depending on court situations.  Commissioner Rivera then asked if the State was trying to consolidate the courts.  Celeste advised that she has been in the court system for almost twenty years and that has been said for all of those years.  She said they continue to fight that, as there are so many differences between the courts.  

At 9:38 A.M. Don Mandelko Thanked the Board for letting him address the Board with questions regarding the courthouse project.  He asked do we have any proposals started since we have working with an architect?  Commissioner Stewart advised the architect has provided a 3-phase drawing that he will get posted to our website.  Celeste Cattin advised that there have been no renderings of this exact building completed yet.  Adam Edmund advised that we are also not locked into the architect yet either.  Commissioner Stewart clarified that the drawing provided is from a court house project that was completed on a court house closely resembling ours.  Mr. Mandelko explained that the fact that there have only been five comments made and of those, two are from Jerry and himself means that nobody knows about this, which is one of his big concerns.  He then asked how does the county propose paying for a project like this?  Commissioner Stewart said that is the next big question the Board is working on.  Mr. Mandelko asked with what we have been provided so far is their any cost analysis provided yet?  Commissioner Stewart advised that the only cost proposal we have seen so far is just for Berggren Architecture to set up to be able to come in to begin the project planning.  Don asked do we have an estimate for just the beginning phase?  Commissioner Stewart advised that we are not even that far yet. Jake said the reason we are putting this out now is that we are going to start working on the budget in April.  Don said the big thing is he would like to see this thing be more transparent going forward to keep people in the loop of what is going on. Don then asked if we did do consolidating and pulling the offices from outside the court house into the court house what would happen with those buildings in town?  Commissioner Stewart explained that we could put them back on the tax rolls if we could get someone to purchase those properties.  Don asked if there are any other buildings in town that we could look at buying or renting to solve our issues without expanding the courthouse.  Commissioner Stewart advised that is definitely an option we can consider.  
At 9:55 A.M. Wade Yada came before the Board.  He advised the Board all three districts are grading as much as they can with the moisture and they are also working on signage.  Wade also informed he is working with Box Butte County on letters for grants with Adrian Smith and Deb Fischer for rehabilitating Table Center Road’s pavement from Hemingford to Box Butte Reservoir.  These grants would be an 80/20 match for county specific portions of the project.  

At 10:03 A.M. Dan Wordekemper came before the Board to request to surplus for sealed bid a 1998 Ford F250.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to surplus the vehicle.  Roll call vote, Ayes:  Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Sealed Bids will be collected until end of business March 23rd for opening on the March 24th Commissioner meeting.

Dan brought discussion about potentially purchasing a new mower for the County.  He informed the Board the County has been through three mowers in nine years and that they have not held up well.  He brought up that the State has been using Schulte Mowers for their right of way mowing and it is more robust than what we have been purchasing.  Commissioner Juhlin instructed Dan to get pricing on potential mowers and we will revisit this issue on the March 24th meeting.

At 10:25 A.M.  Andy Forney with D.A. Davidson came before the Board to provide a financial update.  Andy stated that our taxable valuation has increased by $214.5 million since the 2022/23 Fiscal year to a total valuation now of $1,253,137,186.  He stated that our debt per capita has decreased in the same period from $117.70 in 2022/23 to $96.02 in 2025/26.  Andy also advised that on our current bond debt as of January 1st, 2026 our outstanding principal debt was approximately $755,000 with a maturity date of January 15, 2034.  He advised that there is no penalty to pay off the bond early but that we would need to provide the bond holder a 30day notice if we were to do so.  
At 10:40 A.M.  Lindy Coleman advised the Board that Intralinks our IT provider has increased our monthly cost to cover mandatory security measures.  The increased costs will not fit in individual department budgets. Commissioner Stewart advised to take the costs out of the General Fund budget as it is a cost like phone service that we all share.  He also advised to contact J13 Enterprises to advise them on the budgetary change. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the increased cost to be coded out of the General Fund 2-2507.  Roll call vote, Ayes:  Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:55 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on March 24th, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on March 19, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
March 10, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS 

	100
	AFLAC
	$    2,069.62 

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$  11,525.29 

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$          94.02 

	100
	BIG BAT'S SHELL-VETERANS
	$        190.87 

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$  40,240.02 

	100
	BLUE 360 MEDIA,LLC
	$        292.45 

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$    2,181.81 

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$          25.00 

	100
	CENTURYLINK
	$        501.64 

	100
	CHADRON GLASS & WINDOWS,INC
	$          75.00 

	100
	CHADRON MEDICAL CLINIC
	$        234.00 

	100
	CHARM-TEX INC
	$          94.24 

	100
	CITY OF CHADRON
	$        513.16 

	100
	CRAWFORD CLIPPER/HARRISON SUN
	$    2,069.83 

	100
	CULLIGAN-ASSESSOR
	$          98.40 

	100
	CULLIGAN-PUBLIC DEFENDER
	$          10.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
	$          78.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$        262.50 

	100
	DOCU-SHRED LLC
	$        140.00 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/CHERYL FEIST
	$        189.89 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/EXTENSION
	$        100.28 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/PUBLIC DEFENDER
	$        640.57 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/WEED DEPT
	$        190.19 

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$  18,629.08 

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$        200.95 

	100
	INTRALINKS,INC
	$        480.00 

	100
	LANCASTER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT
	$          18.76 

	100
	MADISON NATIONAL LIFE
	$          65.04 

	100
	MIPS INC
	$    3,436.11 

	100
	MOBIUS COMMUNICATIONS
	$        293.85 

	100
	NACEB
	$        100.00 

	100
	NE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SYSTEM
	$          93.00 

	100
	NE PUBLIC HEALTH ENVIRONMENTAL LAB
	$        105.00 

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$    2,336.87 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DIST-E911
	$          35.00 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DIST-WEED
	$        279.22 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/CO ATTORNEY
	$          94.29 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/TREASURER
	$        169.19 

	100
	NOSSAMAN PETIT LAW FIRM,PC
	$    2,134.93 

	100
	PANHANDLE COUNTY TREASURERS ASSN
	$          25.00 

	100
	PROCOPY INC
	$          68.17 

	100
	RAPID CITY JOURNAL/TREASURER
	$    1,354.42 

	100
	RR DONNELLEY
	$        432.95 

	100
	MALYCHANH SAYALOUNE
	$          27.43 

	100
	SCOTT ROBERTS ELECTRIC INC
	$          84.57 

	100
	SKAVDAHL & EDMUND
	$    5,777.00 

	100
	SMITH,KING AND SIMMONS,PC
	$        145.00 

	100
	TRANSUNION RISK AND ALTERNATIVE
	$        100.00 

	100
	VERIZON WIRELESS/COUNTY ATTORNEY
	$          90.52 

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        259.61 

	100
	SAM WELLNITZ
	$        227.90 

	100
	WESTERN CARTOGRAPHERS
	$        210.00 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$        338.13 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/VETERANS OFFICE
	$        113.27 

	200
	AFLAC
	$        380.97 

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    1,226.32 

	200
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-ROADS
	$        983.43 

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    1,397.74 

	200
	CENTURYLINK
	$          26.90 

	200
	CITY OF CHADRON
	$          61.76 

	200
	CITY OF CRAWFORD
	$          45.00 

	200
	FIRST BANKCARD/ROADS
	$          52.40 

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    3,072.51 

	200
	KAISER TIRE LLC
	$    7,368.00 

	200
	KCSR-AM
	$        220.00 

	200
	MATHESON LINWELD INC
	$          81.69 

	200
	MOBIUS COMMUNICATIONS
	$          76.36 

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$        165.00 

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$        637.57 

	200
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$        193.52 

	200
	SKEETERS AUTO PARTS INC
	$    1,163.79 

	200
	STURDEVANT'S AUTO PARTS
	$        293.96 

	200
	TRANSOURCE TRUCK & EQUIPMENT,LLC
	$  12,446.17 

	200
	VIAERO WIRELESS-ROADS
	$          81.82 

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          94.44 

	200
	WALTER FIELD REPAIR
	$    7,392.02 

	990
	AFLAC
	$          33.38 

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$          91.95 

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$        116.98 

	990
	CHRYSTAL BROOKS
	$        500.00 

	990
	CRAWFORD CLIPPER/HARRISON SUN
	$            4.76 

	990
	FIRST BANKCARD/TOURISM
	$    2,270.43 

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$        184.39 

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          34.81 

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          10.08 

	995
	KCSR-AM
	$        200.00 

	995
	POST PLAYHOUSE INC
	$  25,000.00 

	2500
	CHADRON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
	$    2,841.17 

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            4.50 

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          17.66 

	2910
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$        136.21 

	2910
	INTRALINKS,INC
	$        156.99 

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            3.36 

	2913
	CENTURYLINK-E911 MAINTENANCE
	$    1,286.67 


