CHADRON, NEBRASKA

February 24, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The Public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:00 A.M. on the 24th day of February, 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera. Board Members present were Walter Juhlin and Jake Stewart. Also present was Casey Keim, Dawes County Clerk; Wade Yada, Highway Superintendent; Adam Edmund, Deputy County Attorney; Lindy Coleman, Assessor; Celeste Cattin, Clerk of The District Court; and Sam Wellnitz, Treasurer. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request.  
Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the February 10, 2026 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Stewart, moved to approve the minutes as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin, Stewart and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve all claims with the exception of claim 26020215 and 26020248 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claims 26020215 and 26020248 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Juhlin. Nays: None. Abstained: Rivera.  Motion carried.
Correspondence submitted for review was the UNL Extension Annual Report.

Public comment was opened. Commissioner Juhlin brought up the potential of a burn ban.  He suggests we follow the guidance of the area fire chiefs about potentially implementing a burn ban.
At 9:10 A.M. Board reports ensued.  Commissioner Stewart attended the NCAP Board meeting.  They were able to get a variation on the HeadStart to lower the number of kids served so that we can match that number closer.  NCAP is also working to the building that they bought in Gordon for Gordon HeadStart.
NNDC also met and they are getting their loan application committee together for the new loans that are going to be pushed out and try to bring more members on from surrounding counties and the local area.

Commissioner Juhlin reported Area Aging Board has had some personnel issues and that will be discussed in a future meeting.
Commissioner Rivera attended the Region 1 meeting and they conducted the performance evaluation for the administrator and that went well.  They are looking at trying to create a better evaluation form as the one they used is very generic.  They also elected officers during the meeting.  They have begun work on remodeling their building in Sidney and are expecting to report to the Board in the future.  Commissioner Rivera also brought up the county allocation for region 1 was requested to be increased by 3 to 4%.  The Region 1 Board voted against the increase.
At 9:18 A.M. Dan Wordekemper was recognized for his achievement as the 2025 Region 5 Superintendent of the Year.  Dawes County would like to congratulate Dan on his achievement and thank him for his service to our community.
Dan then presented a surplus request for the weed department to surplus a 200Gal spray unit and a single axle trailer.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the surplus request.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried

At 9:20 A.M. LiFA represented by Adrianna Calle from the Chadron Chapter of Panhandle Equality presented an application for use for the courthouse lawn for a family friendly Pride in the Park event on July 18th.  They plan on having food trucks and lawn games at the event which will provide a place for the community to come together.  Commissioner Stewart asked if that was the weekend after Fur Trade Day.  Ms. Calle confirmed it was.  Commissioner Stewart warned that the Courthouse lawn is normally beat up pretty bad from Fur Trade Days in the weeks after that festival.  Ms. Calle said that is understandable.  Commissioner Rivera asked and what does Pride signify.  Ms. Calle informed him it is support for the LGBTQ+ community.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the application for courthouse lawn use.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Juhlin. Nays: None.  Abstained: Rivera.  Motion carried.
At 9:29 A.M. Judd Allen the Marketing Representative from NACO came before the Board to discuss Health Insurance.  He brought up the idea of cash in lieu for employees who have access to other coverage.  He said the idea is to offer an amount decided by the Board for the employee to waive County coverage which would lead to the County paying less monthly.  
At 10:00 A.M. The Board opted for a 5-minute break.

At 10:05 A.M. The meeting reconvened with Jerry Berggren from Berggren Architecture to discuss a Courthouse expansion project.  Mr. Berggren said the project primarily is to address concerns about space and security.  The proposal he submitted outlines costs involved with the planning of such a project and would provide a roadmap of a project of this scale so that Dawes County could gauge public interest and financial ability to run such a project.  He has never seen a County which could afford to do all the project at one time, based on the costs involved, so this would provide a starting point for us to decide what we could manage based on need.  Mr. Berggren brought up ideas on possible financing options.  Commissioner Stewart brought up that this would most likely have to be a bond issue which would go before the public for a vote.  Mr. Berggren advised that he is not looking for an answer today on this proposal and that he wants the commissioners to reach out to the Public to gauge the support for such a project.  
Mr. Berggren handed out supporting documents to reflect similar projects they have done throughout the State to serve as a reference for their work.  He provided references from those projects so that the commissioners could directly speak to them and understand what all is involved in these projects from a county standpoint.  He asked to come before the Board in April to discuss the proposal and decide how we would like to proceed.
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:55 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on March 10th, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on March 5th, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
January 27th, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS 

	100
	ACTION COMMUNICATIONS INC
	$          222.00 

	100
	ACTION COMMUNICATIONS INC/SHERIFF
	$          222.00 

	100
	ADAMS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE-CO
	$            56.00 

	100
	AFLAC
	$      2,069.62 

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    13,049.03 

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$          457.02 

	100
	BIG BAT'S SHELL-WEED
	$            90.21 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-WEED
	$          177.30 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-250 MAIN ST
	$          392.93 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-342 MAIN ST
	$          340.43 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-451 MAIN ST
	$            55.11 

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    40,239.81 

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$      2,111.43 

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$          565.70 

	100
	CHADRON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL & HEALTH
	$          122.00 

	100
	CHADRON PLUMBING,INC
	$            98.00 

	100
	ARON CHRISMAN
	$            27.25 

	100
	CLINICAL LABORATORY OF BLACK HILLS
	$      3,140.00 

	100
	COMPTECH COMPUTERS
	$            45.00 

	100
	CULLIGAN-CO ATTORNEY
	$            16.95 

	100
	CULLIGAN-DIST COURT
	$            34.75 

	100
	CULLIGAN-PUBLIC DEFENDER
	$            10.00 

	100
	CULLIGAN-SHERIFF
	$            43.85 

	100
	CULLIGAN-WEED
	$               6.95 

	100
	DAS STATE ACCOUNTING
	$          472.00 

	100
	DAWES CO TREASURER-FUND TRANSFER
	$  200,000.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY COURT
	$          166.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$          262.50 

	100
	DOUGLAS,KELLY,OSTDIEK,OSSIAN,BRODER
	$      4,609.38 

	100
	DRIVERS LICENSE GUIDE CO
	$            33.95 

	100
	EAKES,INC
	$            56.95 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/CHERYL FEIST
	$          928.06 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/DAWES CO ATTORNEY
	$            36.23 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/DAWN SAYALOUNE
	$            61.44 

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    22,307.35 

	100
	FP MAILING SOLUTIONS
	$          110.85 

	100
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$          160.00 

	100
	GRP & ASSOCIATES,INC
	$            48.00 

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$          132.69 

	100
	HAUSER'S GRAB N GO LLC
	$          650.44 

	100
	IDEAL LINEN SUPPLY,INC
	$          186.81 

	100
	INTRALINKS,INC
	$      1,272.50 

	100
	JESSICA M LANDERS LAW OFFICE
	$          470.00 

	100
	LINCOLN COUNTY DETENTION CENTER
	$      1,705.00 

	100
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$            21.90 

	100
	MIDWEST SPECIAL SERVICES
	$      1,500.80 

	100
	MIPS INC
	$      1,509.89 

	100
	MONUMENT HEALTH RAPID CITY HOSPITAL
	$          500.00 

	100
	NE LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING CENTER
	$          200.00 

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$      2,886.78 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$      2,082.24 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/CO ATTORNEY
	$            54.77 

	100
	NEBRASKA WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION
	$          150.00 

	100
	NORFOLK LODGE AND SUITES,LLC
	$          390.00 

	100
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$          220.82 

	100
	OWEN DENTAL CARE
	$          583.00 

	100
	PANHANDLE LAND SURVEYING
	$      6,680.00 

	100
	PESTS GO
	$            35.00 

	100
	PYE-BARKER FIRE & SAFETY,LLC
	$          470.00 

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-COUNTY COURT
	$          162.98 

	100
	QUILL CORPORATION-DISTRICT COURT
	$          346.94 

	100
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$          150.68 

	100
	MALYCHANH SAYALOUNE
	$          276.65 

	100
	TRAVIS SCHIAFFO
	$            20.70 

	100
	SCOTT ROBERTS ELECTRIC INC
	$          149.86 

	100
	SECRETARY OF STATE/ELECTION
	$          100.00 

	100
	SKEETERS AUTO PARTS INC
	$            48.55 

	100
	UNL EXTENSION DAWES COUNTY
	$          145.98 

	100
	VIAERO WIRELESS-WEED
	$            82.47 

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          259.56 

	100
	WAHLSTROM FORD INC
	$            88.23 

	100
	WESTFIELD PHARMACY INC
	$            15.00 

	100
	DAN WORDEKEMPER
	$          468.35 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$          451.40 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/SHERIFF
	$            75.64 

	200
	AFLAC
	$          380.97 

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$      1,204.88 

	200
	BAUERKEMPER'S INC
	$            46.00 

	200
	BEGUIN PROPANE
	$          547.23 

	200
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-ROADS
	$          400.07 

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$      1,397.68 

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$      3,033.32 

	200
	FLOYD'S TRUCK CENTER,INC
	$          191.57 

	200
	GRIMM'S PUMP AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
	$          347.00 

	200
	JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL-ROADS
	$          258.44 

	200
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$               6.24 

	200
	MEDICAL ENTERPRISES,INC
	$          113.00 

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$          165.00 

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          622.82 

	200
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$            60.65 

	200
	NKC TIRE
	$          740.60 

	200
	NMC EXCHANGE LLC/NEBRASKA MACHINERY
	$      5,251.50 

	200
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$          447.06 

	200
	PHILLIPS F & T INC
	$      5,191.17 

	200
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$            60.00 

	200
	VIAERO WIRELESS-ROADS
	$            81.82 

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$            94.40 

	200
	WALTER FIELD REPAIR
	$    11,438.79 

	200
	WESTCO
	$      4,801.39 

	990
	AFLAC
	$            33.38 

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            83.59 

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$          116.98 

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          152.44 

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            27.34 

	990
	KERRI REMPP
	$          107.67 

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$            10.08 

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$               4.50 

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$            17.66 

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$               3.36 

	2910
	TAC10,INC
	$    22,519.35 


