CHADRON, NEBRASKA

September 22nd, 2026
DAWES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The public convened meeting of the Dawes County Board of Commissioners in regular session commenced at the hour of 9:00 A.M. on the 22nd day of September, 2026 pursuant to public notice as required by law. Notice of said meeting was posted on the Dawes County website and published in the Crawford Clipper Newspaper.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Vic Rivera. Board Members present were Walter Juhlin and Jake Stewart. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. Per LB 898, Commissioner Rivera announced the location of the Open Meetings Act located on the door by the United States Flag. Copies of the Act are available upon request.  
Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
Minutes of the September 8th, 2026 Commissioner Meeting were reviewed.  Commissioner Juhlin, seconded by Stewart, moved to approve the minutes as presented. Roll call vote, Ayes: Juhlin, Stewart, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
 Monthly fee/mileage reports of the various departments were approved by general consent of the Board. Claims were reviewed. Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claims with the exception of claim 26090163 and 26090199 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve claim 26090163 and 26090199 to River A Holdings.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart and Juhlin. Nays: None. Abstained: Rivera.  Motion carried.
Correspondence received by the Board was a letter from the Center for Public Opinion.
At 9:04 A.M. Public comment was opened.  No comment was made.
At 9:06 A.M. Board reports ensued.  
Commissioner Stewart attended the NCAP meeting, they are working on changes to their policies and procedures manual.  They also went over two weatherization grants.  There are funds available for qualifying low-income applicants for weatherization.  Please consult NCAP.info for more information.
Region 23 is waiting on funds from EMPG.  They also want to remind the public that we are still in fire season.
Safety Committee met and are working on their final year end concerns.

Commissioner Juhlin attended the Area Aging meeting and they have offered an applicant the open director position.

Commissioner Juhlin also volunteered at the travelling Vietnam Wall exhibit.  He discussed its impact and significance. 

Commissioner Rivera attended the Tourism Board meeting. They discussed guidelines for grants.
The Region 1 meeting was very short and just business as usual.
SWANN met and they discussed their claims and budget.  They also discussed the ready to serve policy.

At 9:14 A.M.  Highway Superintendent Wade Yada informed the Board that all three districts are working on storm damage.  The Board then opened sealed bids for the 2013 Dodge Ram 1500.  Only one bid was received; in the amount of $501.11 from Sam Wellnitz.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to accept the bid.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.
At 9:18 A.M. Ryan Powers with USDA Wildlife Services spoke with the Board in regard to our wildlife management program.  He informed that they now have a plane stationed in Gordon which their pilot and Tim Brewer have been operating on.  Tim is still covering four counties and the aerial asset has been critical as a tool for coverage over the four counties.  They are still looking to fill the position for an agent for Dawes and Sioux County but are looking for the right candidate for long term success.  Ryan informed in the past three weeks they have flown for thirteen hours and eliminated 70 coyotes.  They have been focusing their efforts along the Dawes and Sioux County border recently.
Commissioner Juhlin asked if there is any new funding coming in from the State or Federal levels to help the program.  Ryan said they are looking at legislation in the next session to hopefully provide funding for more significant results.

At 9:31 A.M. Commissioner Rivera opened discussion in regard to the Fur Trade Days event possibly looking to relocate.  Commissioner Rivera stated he had received concerns from citizens about a possible move.  He also stated he had a concern because the County and City had just spent a lot of money putting in a public restroom downtown.  
Dave Hockenbary with the Fur Trade Days Committee said traditionally the vendors have been at the courthouse area, the entertainment has been downtown, and the other activities have been in the park.  The idea came about to have one spot for all the event’s activities.  The idea of Wilson Park appealed because it has sufficient space, offers play ground equipment and has plenty of shade.  Dave reiterated they are still in the very early stages of planning and have plans to speak to the organizations involved in Fur Trade Days activities and to also speak with the public for input.  
Kevin Oleksy added that after the conclusion of Fur trade Days each year their committee meets with the City of Chadron to address concerns from the event.  This is where the idea had originally formulated to possibly look at a new location based on safety concerns and road closures.  
Kay Merrill said she was against the move. She does not understand how they would have the event at the park without having road closures in the neighborhoods. She advised that the courthouse lawn and downtown carnival area are two blocks apart which makes the event walkable, provides a boost to downtown businesses, and has ample parking options.  

Kay and Nelson Stephens advised they would be against the move as well.  The neighborhoods and park are not well lit for any night activity.  There is not adequate parking for the event at the park.  They also pointed out that there are not any businesses in the area of the park which would reduce community benefit from the event for our business district.  The only pro they see to the change would be the shade.

The Fur Trade Days Committee said they have discussed the parking concern and there are possible options with the college and local churches in the area.  The carnival has scouted the potential area for the event and has expressed that they would want to be courteous of the neighborhood residents.  They would also be looking at different hours for the carnival and entertainment if the move occurred to be respectful of the neighborhood.
Commissioner Stewart commended the Fur Trade Day Committee for beginning this discussion at the right time to allow for adequate feedback.  He advised that there is a need for volunteers to help out with the event and planning and encourages the public to participate.  He pointed out that while this discussion is happening at a county meeting today, the event is within the city boundary of Chadron and any decisions would need to be made by the Chadron City Council and the Fur Trade Days Committee.  

Lindy Colemen voiced a concern over the number of family and class reunions that occur within the park and the traffic from there to downtown after those reunions end.  

Nelson also added that in his experience if the city puts the amount of money into upgrading the infrastructure to hold events at the park, they generally won’t relocate them again.
Johannah Oleksy informed the Fur Trade Day Committee is working incredibly hard to improve the event.  The Committee meetings have had low attendance and they could benefit from additional involvement and input.

Dave reiterated that these talks are still in the very early stages and that nothing has been set in stone.  They are hoping to focus on making the event to be more family friendly.
At 10:00 A.M. County Clerk Casey Keim and Clerk of the District Court Celeste Cattin spoke with the Board about the upcoming lease with Quadient for the Courthouse mail machine.  Casey informed the lease is up in April but we are in a window that we can update the machine and hold on to the previous pricing until the new lease would begin at the conclusion of the existing lease.  The new lease would increase from $6,600 annually to $7602.36 annually.  The update would allow for additional mailing options that are unavailable with the current machine.  Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to approve the new lease.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.

At 10:05 A.M. The Board opened snow removal bids.  

Bid 1) Mike Felton for sidewalk snow removal for 250 Main, 342 Main, and 451 Main at a rate of $375 per occurrence under five inches; and $425 per occurrence above five inches.

Bid 2) Ty Huss for sidewalk snow removal for 250 Main, 342 Main, and 451 Main at a rate of $65.00/hr for an occurrence of zero to three inches; $130/hr for an occurrence of three to six inches; and $190/hr for an occurrence of six to twelve inches.  All had a minimum of two hours. 

Bid 3) Bob Hardy for the Courthouse parking lot snow removal of $90 per occurrence.  

Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Juhlin, moved to award the parking lot removal bid to Bob Hardy.  Roll call vote, Ayes: Stewart, Juhlin, and Rivera. Nays: None. Motion carried.

Commissioner Stewart advised he will speak with both sidewalk bidder and discuss equipment and occurrence clarification.  The sidewalk bid will be revisited for award on the October 13th meeting.

At 10:15 A.M. Commissioners Juhlin and Rivera inspected the jail for their quarterly inspection.
There being no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 A.M. The next meeting of the Dawes County Commissioners will be held on October 13th, 2026 beginning at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will be held in the Commissioner Room. The agenda will close at noon on October 8th, 2026. All Resolutions adopted by the Dawes County Board of Commissioners are available for public inspection during normal business hours of the County Clerk’s Office.
 ATTEST: ________________      

DAWES COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 Casey Keim
 Dawes County Clerk

     

 _________________________________




                                     Vic Rivera, Chairman 
September 22nd, 2026 the following claims were audited, allowed and warrant orders drawn on their respective accounts:  Key for claims:  100=General Fund; 200=Roads Fund; 650=HwyBridgeBuyback Program Fund; 990=Visitor’s Fund; 1100=Reappraisal Fund; 1150=Preservation&Modernization Fund; 1900=Veterans Aid Fund; 2360=Drug Fund; 2500=Grants Fund; 2501=CDGB Fund 2700=Inheritance; 2910-911=Emergency Communications; 2913=Wireless Communications; 4600= Bond Payment Fund.
	FUND
	NAME
	TOTCLAIMS 

	100
	ACTION COMMUNICATIONS INC/SHERIFF
	$        317.10 

	100
	AFLAC
	$    1,830.36 

	100
	THE ALPHA ROAD BODY SHOP AND SALES
	$        323.23 

	100
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$  13,327.48 

	100
	AT&T MOBILITY
	$        467.14 

	100
	BIG BAT'S SHELL-VETERANS
	$        266.08 

	100
	BIG BAT'S SHELL-WEED
	$        895.46 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-250 MAIN ST
	$          49.57 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-342 MAIN ST
	$          49.57 

	100
	BLACK HILLS ENERGY-451 MAIN ST
	$          52.55 

	100
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$  43,393.95 

	100
	CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING CO
	$    2,701.61 

	100
	CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS INC
	$        440.84 

	100
	CENTURYLINK
	$          18.90 

	100
	CHADRON ACE HARDWARE
	$        232.27 

	100
	CHADRON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL & HEALTH
	$    2,333.15 

	100
	CHADRON MOTOR COMPANY
	$          90.95 

	100
	CRAWFORD CLIPPER/HARRISON SUN
	$        377.74 

	100
	CRITES,SHAFFER,CONNEALY,WATSON,HARF
	$        760.00 

	100
	CULLERS LAW OFFICE
	$        400.00 

	100
	CULLIGAN-ASSESSOR
	$          77.55 

	100
	CULLIGAN-CO ATTORNEY
	$          16.95 

	100
	CULLIGAN-DIST COURT
	$          34.75 

	100
	CULLIGAN-PUBLIC DEFENDER
	$          16.95 

	100
	CULLIGAN-SHERIFF
	$          20.85 

	100
	DAS STATE ACCOUNTING
	$        426.00 

	100
	DAWES CO TREAS/DELINQUENT PP TAXES
	$            1.92 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
	$        594.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
	$            8.00 

	100
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$        345.82 

	100
	ENGRAVERS
	$        105.00 

	100
	CHERYL FEIST
	$        420.00 

	100
	FIRST BANKCARD/SHERIFF
	$        286.42 

	100
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$  22,791.99 

	100
	GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS
	$    3,130.28 

	100
	HARRIS SALES COMPANY INC
	$        120.55 

	100
	HAUSER'S GRAB N GO LLC
	$        879.04 

	100
	HOLIDAY INN-KEARNEY
	$        779.70 

	100
	INTRALINKS,INC
	$        418.00 

	100
	J G  ELLIOTT COMPANY
	$          40.00 

	100
	J13 ENTERPRISES,LLC
	$        276.25 

	100
	KCSR-AM
	$        400.00 

	100
	LA SIGN & SCREEN PRINTING
	$        688.08 

	100
	JESSICA M LANDERS LAW OFFICE
	$        100.00 

	100
	LINCOLN COUNTY DETENTION CENTER
	$    1,540.00 

	100
	MOBIUS COMMUNICATIONS
	$        293.09 

	100
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$    2,892.37 

	100
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$    2,416.65 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/CLERK
	$          28.31 

	100
	NEBRASKA TOTAL OFFICE/CO ATTORNEY
	$          14.73 

	100
	NKC TIRE
	$          29.98 

	100
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        220.42 

	100
	NOSSAMAN PETIT LAW FIRM,PC
	$    1,678.58 

	100
	PESTS GO
	$    1,845.00 

	100
	POSTMASTER
	$    2,000.00 

	100
	PYE-BARKER FIRE & SAFETY,LLC
	$        918.45 

	100
	QUALITY TIRE
	$        144.95 

	100
	MARTHA QUAY
	$        917.89 

	100
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$        143.00 

	100
	SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY SHERIFF
	$          39.28 

	100
	SIMMONS OLSEN LAW FIRM,PC
	$        270.00 

	100
	SKAVDAHL & EDMUND
	$    5,569.39 

	100
	TRANSUNION RISK AND ALTERNATIVE
	$        100.00 

	100
	UNL EXTENSION DAWES COUNTY
	$          65.67 

	100
	US POSTAL SERVICE
	$  15,000.00 

	100
	VIAERO WIRELESS-WEED
	$          82.40 

	100
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        259.77 

	100
	SAM WELLNITZ
	$          90.17 

	100
	WYOMING FIRST AID & SAFETY SUPPLY
	$        261.65 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/E911
	$        346.73 

	100
	XEROX CORPORATION/SHERIFF
	$          75.64 

	100
	385 XPRESS LUBE
	$        123.25 

	200
	AFLAC
	$        405.82 

	200
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$    1,370.99 

	200
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$    1,520.50 

	200
	CHADRON ACE HARDWARE
	$          92.00 

	200
	CRAWFORD CLIPPER/HARRISON SUN
	$        456.60 

	200
	DAWES COUNTY TREASURER
	$          75.00 

	200
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$    3,764.27 

	200
	GRIMM'S PUMP AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
	$        144.29 

	200
	HILLS TIRE & SUPPLY
	$        367.00 

	200
	KCSR-AM
	$        275.00 

	200
	LEGACY COOPERATIVE
	$        450.30 

	200
	LUMEN TECHNOLOGIES GROUP
	$            6.30 

	200
	MATHESON LINWELD INC
	$          81.69 

	200
	MOBIUS COMMUNICATIONS
	$          76.02 

	200
	MONTANA CSED SDU-WAGE WITHOLDING
	$        178.75 

	200
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$        811.25 

	200
	NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
	$          56.44 

	200
	NKC TIRE
	$          64.99 

	200
	NMC EXCHANGE LLC/NEBRASKA MACHINERY
	$  17,137.83 

	200
	NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DIST
	$        132.13 

	200
	PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING
	$        294.00 

	200
	RDO TRUCK CENTER
	$          62.12 

	200
	RIVER A HOLDING LLC
	$    1,478.00 

	200
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$        120.31 

	200
	WALTER FIELD REPAIR
	$    5,252.03 

	200
	WESTCO
	$  22,448.86 

	990
	AFLAC
	$          33.38 

	990
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$        112.75 

	990
	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD OF NE
	$        122.24 

	990
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$        269.44 

	990
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$          53.59 

	990
	VSP VISION PLAN
	$          10.08 

	1900
	FIRST BANKCARD/VETERANS
	$        217.35 

	1900
	VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE
	$        760.00 

	2910
	AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
	$            4.50 

	2910
	FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NORTH PLATTE
	$          17.61 

	2910
	NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	$            3.35 

	2913
	CENTURYLINK-E911 MAINTENANCE
	$    6,800.00 


